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CHIPPENHAM TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Chippenham Town Council held at The Town Hall, High 

Street, Chippenham on Wednesday 30th September 2015 commencing at 7.00pm 
 

COUNCILLORS 
PRESENT 

Desna Allen 
Kenneth Brough 
Martin Coates  
Teresa Hutton 
Mary Norton 
Linda Packard 
Andy Phillips 
Mary Pile 
Melody Thompson 

Sylvia Gibson 
Robert Giles 
Peter Hutton 
Bret Palmer 
Mark Packard 
Nina Phillips 
David Powell (Chairman)  
Sheila Veitch 
Sandie Webb 

OFFICERS 
PRESENT 

Susan Wilthew, Chief Executive 
 
Adrian Jones, Deputy Chief Executive 
 
Charlotte Starkie, Head of Finance and Administration 
 
Sara Oliver (Head of Marketing & Communications) 
 
Isabelle Leclercq, Programme Manager (Neeld Community & 
Arts Centre) 

PUBLIC 
PRESENT 

No members of the public present 

 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
There were no public questions. 
 

33. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bill Douglas, Mary Fallon, 
Nick Murry and Terry Gibson. 

 
34. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
 

No declarations of any pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests were received. 
 
34. MINUTES 

 
RESOLVED:  The Minutes of the Council meeting held on 24th June 2015 were approved 
as an accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor. 
 

35. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

(i) The Mayor stated that he was looking forward eagerly to the imminent 
opening of the new Neeld Community & Arts Centre following the extensive 
refurbishment work. Members were reminded of the grand opening event on 
9th October 2015. 
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(ii) The list of engagements undertaken by the Mayor and Deputy Mayor since 
the last meeting of Town Council held on Wednesday 24th June 2015 were 
received. 

 
36. COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
 To receive the following:- 
 

a.  Strategy and Resources Committee 
 

RESOLVED: The draft minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 9th 
September 2015 were received. All matters were resolved. 
 

b.  Planning Committee 
 

RESOLVED: The Minutes of the meetings held on Thursday 25th June, 16th 
July, 6th and 27th August 2015 were received and as far as necessary 
adopted and the draft Minutes of the meeting on 17th September 2015 were 
received. All matters were resolved. 
 

 c. Leisure and Amenities Committee 
 
RESOLVED: The draft minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 2nd 
September 2015 were received. All matters were resolved. 

 
37.  COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW (CGR) 
 
 Sue Wilthew introduced the report and stated that the names of the  Councillors 
 listed as comprising of the CGR Working Party were incorrect as the names related 
 to those Members who comprised the Settlement Boundary Review Working Party. 
 Apologies were offered for the oversight.  
 
 A brief summary of the report was provided and it was explained that as part of the 
 general CGR consideration is being given to the transfer of land in the vicinity of the 
 A350 bypass between the A4 roundabout and the boundary with Lacock Parish 
 near where the A350 crosses the B4528 (land currently within the Corsham Town 
 Council boundary) would likely transfer to the Town Council.  
 
 Sue Wilthew suggested that the CGR Working Party considers such matters and 
 consider the Town Council’s position. As yet there is no indication from Wiltshire 
 Council on when their next key meeting date is. 
 
 Peter Hutton and other Members endorsed the views and suggestions of the Chief 
 Executive. Peter Hutton stated there are some potential amenities, plus future 
 development opportunities, in the vicinity of the Hunters Moon area which the 
 Town Council could manage, namely allotments. 
  
 RESOLVED: 
 

(i) The report is noted. 
 

(ii) That Members agree that the Corsham proposal to transfer the land inside 
the A350 bypass between the A4 roundabout and the boundary with Lacock 
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parish, near where the A350 crosses the B4528 road currently in Corsham 
should become part of Chippenham. 

 
(iii) That the CTC working party Members who participated at the original 

Chippenham CGR meeting in December 2014 meet to review the information 
submitted at that time and consider whether any changes to the proposals 
originally submitted are required to ensure that CTC recommendations fully 
address the key areas we have under government guidelines that are: 
 a) Clearly identifiable communities and  
 b) Efficient and effective local government for the area. 
 

(iv) That the Members that form the Town Council’s Community Governance 
Review Working Party are Councillors Teresa Hutton, Andy Phillips, Mary 
Norton, Kenneth Brough and Robert Giles. 

   
38.  AMENDMENTS TO STANDING ORDERS 2015  
 
 The Chief Executive introduced this item advising Council that there were some 
 minor  amendments to Standing Orders for consideration. These involved the 
 change in title of Committees and the number of Members comprising one Sub-
 Committee. 
 

 RESOLVED that:  
 
(i) The Amendments to Standing Order 24 Appendix 1 – change of name from 
  Leisure and Amenities Committee to Amenities, Culture and Leisure  
  Committee 
 
(ii) Amendments to Standing Order 24 Appendix 1 – change of number of  
  committee members on the Community Donations Sub-Committee from 5 to 
  6 Members 
 
(iii)   Change of name from Planning Committee to Planning Environment and  
    Transport Committee. 

 
39.  BID WINTER FESTIVAL UPDATE  
 
 At the request of the Chair Councillor Desna Allen, Melody Thompson (Chair of 
 Chippenham Business Improvement District) gave a short resume on the plans for 
 this year’s Winter Festival and Lights Switch-on event taking place on 28th and 29th 
 November. Some graphics and promotional literature was shown highlighting a 
 Fairy Tale Christmas theme. A radio campaign would ensue together with a 
 video on the planned activities. The BID  would be committing approximately 
 £30,000 towards the festive event and this figure excluded marketing costs. 
 
 It was explained that there would be 2 days of entertainment serving the town and 
 the focus for the lights switch-on would move from the Market Place to the Town 
 Bridge where there would be a stage and a live band playing. Melody explained that 
 a balance had to be struck between serving the community in terms of an attractive 
 event and ensuring the businesses needs were met regarding their BID levy and 
 business focus. 
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 Councillor Sandie Webb requested that the Town Council’s financial contribution be 
 recognised by suitable wording (such as ‘in partnership with the Town Council’) on 
 all marketing material. 
 
 Melody Thompson also stated that the BID were subsidising the small Christmas 
 trees by £1,000 which enabled them to be offered to businesses at a reduced price. 
 A roller disco would also be available in the Neeld Hall. 
 
 Members debated the opportunity to offer the Town Hall to community groups to 
 promote their activities and events.  
 
 The Chair thanked Melody Thompson for her update on the BID’s plans for the 
 Winter Festival event. 
 

RESOLVED: that  
 
(i) The plans for the Winter Festival being organised by the Chippenham BID be 
  noted 
 
(ii) The Programme Manager (Neeld) and Head of Marketing & Communication 
  ensure the Town Hall is available for community stalls and that this   
  opportunity is promoted via the Council’s various marketing activities. 

 
40. MEMBERS FEEDBACK 
 
 (i) Wiltshire Council 
 
 Councillor Peter Hutton stated that the Local Youth Network was 1 year old and had 
 recently made a presentation to the Chippenham Area Board on its work and 
 achievements thus far. Members were reminded that youth groups in the
 community could apply for grant funding to either Richard Williams or Vicky Welsh 
 at Wiltshire Council. Councillor Linda Packard (Chair of Area Board) reiterated that 
 grant funding is for capital projects only (e.g. facilities and equipment) and to a 
 maximum £5,000, although more will be considered in extenuating circumstances. 
 
 Linda Packard also stated that the structure for the Chippenham Campus had 
 changed and Wiltshire Council was no longer able to offer Officer support to 
 this proposed project. 
 
 (ii) Chippenham Town Council 
 
 Councillor Teresa Hutton stated that she was involved with a collaborative project 
 between Kings Lodge School, Off the Ground and Tesco regarding litter and its 
 prevention. 
 
 (iii) David Powell updated Council on the Schools Engagement project 
 confirming that 9 schools had received presentations from their link Councillors. 
 Two schools have visited the Town Hall and held School Council meetings. The 
 aim is for all link Councillors to have conducted presentations to their schools by 
 Christmas. After Christmas School Council’s will visit the Town Hall for their 
 meetings. 
 
 RESOLVED that: the reports from Members were noted. 
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41.  CURRENT PROJECTS 
 

 Adrian Jones, DCE reported that the Neeld Hall project was coming to an end and 
further reports on its cost would be reported to the November meeting of the 
Amenities, Culture and Leisure meeting.  
 
Despite it being reported to Council previously that the fishing lakes were unlikely to 
progress, some days after this announcement the consultant acting on behalf of the 
developer confirmed that a planning application had been submitted. This was likely 
to be a lengthy process and further reports would follow.  
 
Finally it was reported that Wiltshire Council were undertaking work to the Yelde 
Hall: Members were reminded that the Town Council have been granted a one year 
lease by Wiltshire Council whilst such maintenance work is undertaken. 
  

42. COMMUNICATIONS AND MARKETING 
 
 At the Chair’s request Sara Oliver referred to her report and highlighted a number of 
 items including the planned promotional activity to re-launch the Neeld as a 
 Community and Arts centre. 
 
 David Powell stated that the new format of the Council’s newsletter (Talk 
 Chippenham) had received many favourable comments from residents. Peter 
 Hutton commended the report and the positive news stories it featured and Melody 
 Thompson requested that the BID is referred to when Christmas activities are 
 featured. 

 
RESOLVED: the report from the Head of Marketing and Communications be duly 
accepted and noted. 

 
43. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA 
 

 Consideration be given to how the Town Council communicates and works in 
collaboration with neighboring Parishes – Item requested by Councillor Peter 
Hutton 
 

 Consideration is given to what the Town Council is planning to 
commemorate and celebrate the Queen’s Birthday – Item requested by 
Councillor Mary Pile. 

 
 

44.  TOUR OF THE NEELD AND UPDATE ON LAUNCH AND FUTURE PROGRAMMING 
 
The meeting formally closed at 8.10pm and was followed by a tour of the Neeld Community & 
Arts Venue 
 
PLEASE NOTE: While every attempt has been made to ensure the accuracy of these minutes they are still 
subject to confirmation at the next meeting of the Council and as such cannot be construed as an official 
record of this meeting until signed by the Chairman.  
 
Signed on behalf of the Committee as a true record of the meeting: 
 
Chairman:                                                                              Date:     


